[Melanogenesis, an expression of the differentiation of cancer cells in culture].
In B 16 mouse melanoma in culture, differentiated cells actively synthesize melanin. They are analysed by cytological and cytochemical methods. When cultured for long periods (several months), melanogenesis is expressed according to a cyclic way, even when maintained in a culture medium of constant composition and without adding any chemical agent eventually able to influence this phenomenon. This spontaneous cyclic activity is analysed and an explanation is given as an hypothesis.